
18 year old Sam Dye DipABRSM (Distinction), a student of Eric Crees at the Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama originates from Ashby de la Zouch and began playing the 
trombone at the age of 9.  At the age of 11 he became the youngest ever winner of the 
Ashby Rotary Young Musician of the Year competition and by 16, a Brass category finalist 
in the BBC Young Musician of the Year competition. Sam joined Chetham’s School of 
Music in September 2012 and studied with Phil Goodwin, trombone with the BBC 
National Orchestra of Wales, and Robert Burtenshaw, trombone with the Orchestra of 
Opera North. Whilst there he performed in masterclasses with household names such as 
Zoltan Kiss, Matt Gee and Byron Fulcher to name a few.


Playing with Chetham’s Symphony Orchestra and the National Youth Orchestra of Great 
Britain since the age of 13 has given Sam ample orchestral experience. His highlights 
include playing principal trombone in Mahler’s Third Symphony at the Bridgewater Hall 

and the Cheltenham Festival, 
and playing the euphonium in 
Holst’s Planets Suite at the 
Royal Albert Hall in a televised 
performance for the BBC 
Proms.


Sam has enjoyed playing 
different genres through his 
membership of the Ashby Big 
Band, so lo rec i ta ls w i th 
Loughborough Concert Band 
and playing in the Nottingham 
Theatre Royal’s performance of 
West Side Story. He has also 
studied improvisation and jazz 

harmony with Les Chisnall and 
Steve Berry which proved useful in his rendition of ‘Summertime’ which he performed for 
the live broadcast of the final of the BBC Radio 2 Young Brass Award 2016.


As a classical soloist, Sam has played the Nina Rota Trombone Concerto with the Bolton 
Chamber Orchestra and the Grondahl Trombone Concerto with the Bardi Symphony 
Orchestra after winning the Bardi Young Musician award in 2015.


Other concerts include solo recitals at the Bridgewater Hall, the Carol Nash Hall and St 
James’s Church Piccadilly, London. He has also performed regularly in Chetham’s 
lunchtime concert series and posts regularly to his YouTube channel.


From his wealth of experience, Sam has enjoyed teaching other teenagers through the 
National Youth Orchestra Inspire scheme, younger children during Chetham’s outreach 
days and more mature players that he has encountered through his televised work with 
the BBC.


